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BLUE WooDS.1
LOGWOOD.

Logwood, or Campeacliy Wood, is the very hard, heavy, rather easily
cleavable heartwood of Hczmatoxylon campecheanum L. (order Leguminosa
C(zsalpinioide<z). The best grades come from the west coast of Yucatan
and from Honduras, an inferior grade from the Antilles. The staple
varieties are Domingo, Laguna, and Campeachy; " English logwood "
consists of blocks with ends sawed off at right angles, "Spanish logwood",
of sticks with blunt-pointed ends. On standing in the air the wood
becomes violet to blackish, often with a metallic changeable efflorescence.

Light and dark zones, also orange-yellow, tangentially arranged bands
and vessels in a dark ground mass, can be seen in cross-section with the
naked eye. The medullary rays are evident. The vessels have bordered
pits and are mostly in groups of 2-4. Libriform cells with strongly
thickened, knotty, twisted fiber cells form the bulk of the ground mass.
Wood parenchyma elements occur in abundance. The medullary rays
are 2-4 cells broad and up to 40 cells high.

Numerous brown masses occur in the vessels of Domingo logwood,
but only a few in the wood parenchyma and medullary rays. The cor-
responding tissues of Laguna logwood are also rich in contents. The
Domingo product normally has a small amount of sapwood adhering.

Potash dissolves completely the pigment to a beautiful violet solution.
Hydrochloric acid imparts a carmine-red, Millon's reagent, a blood-red
color.

The dyeing properties of logwood are due to Haematoxyttn (CieHuOs),
which, however, is not a dye but a chromogen. Compounds of hasma-
toxylin with bases (e.g., ammonia) rapidly absorb oxygen, thus forming
the true dye Haematein. For this reason logwood chips must be subjected
to fermentation before they are ready for use. Logwood is chiefly used
for black colors.
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